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Gardening Uncovered:
Treating Cold Damaged
Plants
By Jason Aguilar
This winter has been anything
but predictable. After the recent
freezes, many yards are looking a bit
brown, you can see that the cold has
changed beautiful green foliage into
dingy brown. Depending on a plant’s
hardiness level, it can withstand a
bit of cold.
Perennials and tropicals can
withstand a few cold temperatures,
what damages them are the
freezing temperatures. Light frost
may be tolerable, only causing
minor damage. Hard freezes are
concerning because they freeze
water that plants are holding in
their cells which causes dehydration
and damage to these cell walls. This
damage results in the plant thawing
too quickly as temperatures rise
and this is what kills the leaves and
stems leaving them looking brown and dead.

If your plants took
come
damage,
even
though they were covered,
just
remember
that
your goal is to try and
reduce the damage. Next
time we are in for cold
temperatures, you will
know to double or triple
layer your blankets. The
colder the temperature,
the more layers you will
need. NEVER use plastic
to cover plants.
Don’t fertilize too soon. Fertilizer will encourage new growth; if there is still
a chance of frost, that could cause more damage. Wait to fertilize until the last
chance of frost has passed. This will help speed the healing process.
It is very tempting to prune the brown, dead leaves and stems, but wait until
Spring. Pruning too early can leave the plant vulnerable to more damage. The
dead leaves and stems act as insulation protecting the plant against further
damage. Once the threat of frost has passed and temperatures are warmer, it is
time too prune. The University of Florida suggests scraping the bark with your
fingernail. If the bark is a black or crown that means it has been cold-injured.
They recommend waiting for new growth to start to be certain.
Once Spring is here, you will easily see where the new growth is starting and
can prune up to that growth. This will ensure your plants come back healthy
and strong. If you have questions, give us a call or stop by, our professionals can
help you determine the best course of action for your yard.
Anson Nursery is Citrus Counties’ premiere garden center ready to help you get
your garden ready for the year ahead. There, you can see a wide variety of shrubs,
trees, and pollinators, that are spring garden must-have’s. Open Monday – Friday
from 9am – 5pm and on Saturday’s from 9am – 4pm, make plans to visit Anson
Nursery today. Conveniently located at 5296 West Homosassa Trail, Lecanto, FL
34461. For more information you can call 352-628-4554, visit www.ansonnursery.
net, or find us on Facebook. Be sure to watch for next month’s Gardening Uncovered
article.
Sources: https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/care/weather/treating-cold-damage.html Accessed
02/04/22

February 2022

Central Ridge Villager 33

ANSON NURSERY
Why Should You Come
To Anson Nursery?
• Our staff takes the time to walk you
through the nursery to get the plants
you desire.
• Anson Nursery offers a FREE
comprehensive landscape design.
• We offer delivery and planting for any
plant in the nursery.
nurser
• Bring a picture of your area and we will
help you find the right plant for your
location.
• Beginner to expert - We will help you
find what you need!
• Our plants are locally grown and
meant for the Florida climate.

VISIT OUR
GARDEN ACCESSORY
STORE!
Call us today at

352-628-4554

10% OFF
May not be used for plants or services. Limit
one offer per customer. May not combine with
any other offer. Expires 3/15/22 VILL-CR

5 OFF

$

$20 or more purchase

Excluding hard goods and citrus. Limit one
offer per customer. May not be combined with
other offers. Expires 3/15/22 VILL-CR

10 OFF

$

$50 or more purchase

Monday-Friday: 9am-5pm
Saturday: 9am-4pm

Excluding hard goods and citrus. Limit one
offer per customer. May not be combined with
other offers. Expires 3/15/22
VILL-CR

20 OFF

$

$100 or more purchase

Excluding hard goods and citrus. Limit one
offer per customer. May not be combined with
other offers. Expires 3/15/22
VILL-CR

